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Project Summary:

With the absence of UK based breeding programmes, UK growers have to base their
decisions for testing new varieties on results of variety trials carried out by breeders in other
European countries or in the US. The proposed project follows the approach taken by the
Poinsettia group in previous years where a range of new material from across the breeding
companies is tested for production on UK commercial nurseries. Material is tested for its
attributes at marketing as well as performance in shelf life. The key difference in the current
proposal, beyond the ongoing introduction of new varieties from the breeders, is the
approach to the variety trial. In the current proposal, breeders will be contributing to the work
via the supply of plants for assessment at the two host commercial sites and by underwriting
loss of sales from these host sites. Furthermore the proposed work will, by design, involve
less detailed recording than has been the case historically (e.g. PC 156, PC 156a, PC 279).
It is clear that the detailed records of plant height, width, grade out of bract stars etc is not
utilised by growers. Previous poinsettia variety trials have however generated significant
interest at open days where growers can make their own judgements of the material grown
on in UK production systems. To this end, assessments at marketing will be via broad grade
out assessments. Varieties will also be tested in shelf life but again the extent of data
recording will be limited to broad weekly evaluations which will indicate longevity along with
comments about nature of failure in cases where quality significantly fails prior to the 6 week
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shelf life evaluation period. The end result will therefore be clear messages about the
varieties tested delivered to levy payers at two grower days as well as the standard HDC
report. Activity on the Stars for Europe Scheme and on a project evaluating Hellebores will
also be key activities in these grower based meetings.

Aims & Objectives:

(i) Project aim(s):

The overall aim of the project is to identify new poinsettia varieties suited to UK production.
(ii) Project objective(s):

Evaluate new varieties of poinsettia for their overall performance in two UK production
systems through assessment of overall quality achieved at marketing and also through
evaluation of deterioration of plants in shelf life.

Benefits to industry

The value of poinsettia production in the UK in 2011 was estimated at almost £9 million using
plant propagator figures (pers comm.). The ability of growers to select and test new varieties
with better marketing and post-harvest qualities will ensure their increased market share in a
continuously expanding but competitive market.

These advantages will be particularly important against a background of increased
competition from imported poinsettias using varieties tried and tested overseas. With the
number of new varieties available to growers continually increasing, data on some of the
most recent additions to the list of varieties will provide valuable information on the traits and
performance of these alongside UK standard commercial varieties. This will enable growers
to make informed decisions on what varieties will be best for them in the coming seasons.

Breeders involved in the trials will also be able to identify strengths and weaknesses of their
varieties tested under a range of commercial conditions alongside those of their competitors.
This will enable them to tailor future selections to cater more specifically for the UK poinsettia
market.
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Disclaimer

AHDB, operating through its HDC division seeks to ensure that the information contained
within this document is accurate at the time of printing. No warranty is given in respect
thereof and, to the maximum extent permitted by law the Agriculture and Horticulture
Development Board accepts no liability for loss, damage or injury howsoever caused
(including that caused by negligence) or suffered directly or indirectly in relation to
information and opinions contained in or omitted from this document.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any material form (including by photocopy or
storage in any medium by electronic means) or any copy or adaptation stored, published or
distributed (by physical, electronic or other means) without the prior permission in writing of
the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board, other than by reproduction in an
unmodified form for the sole purpose of use as an information resource when the Agriculture
and Horticulture Development Board or HDC is clearly acknowledged as the source, or in
accordance with the provisions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988. All rights
reserved.

AHDB (logo) is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development
Board. HDC is a registered trademark of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development
Board, for use by its HDC division. All other trademarks, logos and brand names contained in
this publication are the trademarks of their respective holders. No rights are granted without
the prior written permission of the relevant owners.

Further information

Email the HDC office (hdc@hdc.ahdb.org.uk), quoting your HDC number, alternatively
contact the HDC at the address below:

HDC

AHDB
Stoneleigh Park
Kenilworth
Warwickshire
CV8 2TL

Tel — 0247 669 2051

HDC is a division of the Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board.
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